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oA © For the cloud of Hashem would be on the Tabernacle by
¢ (:\‘, day, and fire would be on it at night, before the eyes of all

& Vo of the House of Israel throughout their journeys (40:38).

\ U HE FINAL PASUK IN SEFER SHEMOS CONTAINS A

linguistic irregularity. While the final pesukim in both

Vayikra and Bamidbar refer to the Jewish people as

Bnei Yisrael - a term that appears in the Torah nearly 400

times — the final pasuk in Sefer Shemos refers to us as Beis
(5 Yisrael, a term that appears less than ten times in the Torah.

Rav Nochum Lansky, one of the roshei yeshivah in Ner
Yisrael, offers an enlightening explanation for this anomaly.

If we return to the beginning of Sefer Shemos, we actu-

ally find symmetry between the first and last pesukim of this

i Chumash. The first pasuk reads: D'R27 2797 22 ning n%x

IRD iMD UhNR Py DX MRTIYN, and these are the names of the

Children of Israel who came lo Egypt with Yaakou, each man
and his household came.

If Sefer Bereishis is the book of genesis of the world, Sefer

[ Shemos is the book o of gene51s of the Jew:sh people in Sefer
Shemos, we become a nation. A nation is not a conglom—
eration of millions of individuals. A nation — or at least the
Jewish nation — is composed of families. It'is the bayis, the
household, that makes us into a nation.

A Much of American society is crumbling nowadays, largely
due to the dissolution of the bonds of family. A chain is only
as-strong as its links, and a nation is only as strong as its
families.

As we set down roots as a nation in Sefer bhemos _we

w find frequent’ mentnon of the coricept of bay:s When Hashem
sends Moshe and Aharon to instruct the Jewish people to
prepare a Korban Pesach, the merit of which will enable them
to-leave Egypt, He states: "rya “mr> Y537 m1y 53 Hx 137
nab iy nag mab o wex oal npn Mo wanb, Speak to the

"51 entire assembly of Israel, saying: On the tenth of this month,
they shall take for themselves — each man — a lamb or kid
for each father’s house, a lamb or kid for a household {12:3).

In the preparations for Maltan Torah, Hashem tells Moshe:
apyr mab mKn M3, So shall you say to the house of Yaakou
77\0(19:3).

The tamily, the household, is the slrength of the Jewish
natjon.
jhbatodes!

_ Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch notes that the halachah
@ . exempting a chassan from going out to battle and all other
communal obligations during shanah rishonah, the first
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[ year of marriage (see Devarim 20:7 and 24:5), seems 1o go

against a rule in the Torah, Generally speaking, when there is
a conflict between a mitzvah d’rabbim (a mitzvah incumbent
on the public) and a milzvah d'yachid (a mitzvah obligating
an individual), the milzvah d rabbim supersedes the mitzuah

(_p d'yachid. 1t would <eem, then, that an individual's obligation

to Tejoice with his wife during the first of marriage should bow
to the public's need to wage a war. Why is a chassan exempt

from communal obligations?
Rav Hirsch answers that when a chassan and kaliah spend

{\ time building and cementing a relationship, they are actually.

o mitzoal d'rabbim, because each home conlzbuies

fulfilling
to the foundation of the Jewish nation. Building their home
is a communal obligation, because we can only thrive as a
nation if we have strong families.

I(» The Torah emphasizes the necessity for strong families
in*the matching bookends of Sefer Shemos, the Chumash
devoted to the genesis of the Jewish nation, by stressing the

concept of the bayls, the household.
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wilben  ckudei - in fact the whole cluster of chapters beginning with
Teruma and Tetzaveh and culminating in Vayak'hel and Pekudei — is an
extraordinary way for the book of Exodus to end. The rest of the book is
atempestuous story of the Israelites” exile and enslavement and the con-
frontation between the ruler of Egypt and the man he may have grown
(g up with in the palace, Moses, now the leader of the Hebrew slaves. It is
about the most dramatic divine intervention ir history, a story of signs
and wonders, miracles and deliverances. Nature itself is overturned as
people fleeing from persecution cross a sea on dry land while the chari-

ots of Pharaoh’s army are stuck fast in the mud. It is the world’s most

\ \famous stery of freedom. Films have been made of it. Many oppressed

people have based their hopes on it.

Its natural culmination should surely have been chapters 19-24:

the revelation of God at Mount Sinai, the covenant between God and the

. people, the Ten Commandments, and the civil laws that followed. This
\‘:,a is surely where the story has been heading all along: the formalisation
bringing heaven down to earth and lifting a people from earth to heaven.

7 of a relationship that would bind God to a people and a people to God,
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